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1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF JULY 16 STATEMENT BY POPE PAUL ON 
SOVIET TRIALS: 

QTE. IT HAD ALREADY BEEN OUR INTENTION TO DEDICATE THE 
SHORT EXHORTATION OF THIS SUMMER SUNDAY TO THE REAWAKENING 
OF THE MORAL CONSCIENCE, INVITED BY THE MATURITY OF ITS CON- 
TEMPLATION, FROM THE NEW PAGE, WHICH IN THE LIFE OF EUROPE AND 
FOR CONTEMPORARY HISTORY, HAS BEEN OPENED BY THE SOLEMN 
DECLARATIONS OF HELSINKI, WITH THE CLEAR OBJECTIVE OF RENEWING 
COMMITTMENTS NOT ONLY ON PATT OF INDIVIDUAL CITIZENS BUT EVEN 
MORE SO BY THE COLLECTIVITY OF PEOPLE (NATIONS), AD NOT ONLY 
CONSIDERED IN TERMS OF THEIR INVIOLABLE SINGLE SOVEREIGNTY, 

BUT AT THE SAME TIME HAPPILY LINKED WITH EACH OTHER, FOR THE 
PROGRESSIVE AND COMMON GOOD OF ALL HUMANITY. HELSINKI, IN WHOSE 
MEETINGS THE HOLY SEE WITH STUDIED AND CLOSE ATTENTION ALSO 
PARTICIPATED, WANTS TO BE A DECISIVE AND PROGRESSIVE MOMENT 
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FOR HUMAN SOCIETY. BUT THE FACT THAT PROCEEDINGS HAVE TAKEN 
PLACE (IN THE SOVIET UNION) CONCERNING WHICH ALL THE PRESS 
TALKS ABOUT, OBLIGES US ALSO TO EXPRESS OUR SORROW, NOT FOR 
POLEMIC PASSIONS, BUT IN ORDER TO CONFIRM OUR FIDELITY IN 
THE UNITED AND PROGRESSIVE MATURATION OF THE MORAL SENSE OF 
ALL HUMANITY. 
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WE FEEL OBLIGED BY THE SENTENCES WHICH WERE INFLICTED 
WITH GREAT SEVERITY ON THE ACCUSED, AS IS COMMON KNOWLEDGE, FOR 
IDEOLOGICAL INFRACTIONS, BUT ALSO BY OUR COMMITTMENTS AT 
HELSINKI, TO RECALL THAT SPRIT OF HUMAN FEELING WITH WHICH WE 
ARE FILLED. WHILE TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THAT IT IS NOT EASY TO 
FORMULATE JUDGMENTS WHEN IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO HAVE ALL THE 
INFORMATION, NO ONE CULD AVOID NOTICING THE UNANIMOUS (WORLD) 
REACTION. THIS (REACTION) IS STIMULATED BY THE LACK OF PUBLICITY 
ON THE PROCEEDINGS, BY THE FRET .TNG THAT THE RIGHTS OF DEFENSE 
BY THE DISPROPORTION BETWEEN THE PENALTY AND THE ACCUSATIONS, 
HAVE NOT BEEN ADEQUATELY PROTECTED, BUT ABOVE ALL BY THE 
CONVICTION- WHICH TODAY IS THE UNIVERSAL PAYRIMONY OF CULTURE 
AND SOCIETY -THAT A POLITICAL OPINION OR THE CLAIM OF A RIGHT 
CANNOT, AS SUCH, BE PROSECUTED AND PUNISHED AS A CRIME. IS 
IT AN ABUSE, IS IT AN INTERFERENCE, THIS SOLIDARITY WHICHI IS 
PROPAGATED ACROSS NATIONAL FRONTIERS WHEN AT STAKE ARE THE 
RIGHTS OF MAN? OR IS IT NOT A SIGN OF HUMANITY'S SHARING IN 
AN IDEAL, WHICH PENETRATES AT ALL LEVELS SIMULTANEOULSLY 
WITH THE RECOGNITION WHICH IT FINDS IN SOLEMN INTERNATIONAL 
DOCUMENTS? 

IT IS BECAUSE TO US IT APPEARS THAT SUCH SENSIBILITY IS 
NOT SUBVERSIVE BUT AN ELEMENT FOR THE PROMOTION OF BETTER 
RELATIONS AMONG PEOPLE AND AMONG NATIONS, WHICH LEADS US TO 
EXPRESS A HOPE: THAT IN THAT GREAT COUNTRY (THE SOVIET UNION) 

(AND) THAT PEOPLE, WHICH IS NOTED FOR ITS EXTRAORDINARY HUMAN 
RICHNESS AND TO WHICH WE RESPECTFULLY DIRECT OUR THOUGHT, 
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THAT ALL THE COUNTRIES AND PEOPLE OF THE WORLD COULD FIND THEM- 
SELVES UNITED IN A COMMON TRIBUTE AND IN THE PRACTICAL AFFIRMA- 
TION OF THE GREAT IDEAL OF THE RIGHTS OF MAN. AND THAT THE 
SUFFERING OF THD CONDEMNED AND THEIR FAMILITIES, TO WHOM WE ALSO 
DEDICATE TODAY'S PRAYERS, BE CONVERTED INTO A HIGHER GOOD FOR 
THEIR OWN COUNTRY AND HUMANITY.UNQTE. 

2. THE VATICAN ORGAN, OSSERVATORE ROMANO IN ITS SUNDAY, JULY 16, 
EDITION IN AN ARTICLE ENTITLE "WORLD PUBLIC OPINION DEPLORES 
THE VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE SOVIET UNION" CARRIES 
APPROVINGLY STATEMENT MADE BY PRESIDENT CARTER IN BONN, JULY 15, 
AND REFERS TO THE PROSPECTIVE VISIT IN WASHINGTON OF MRS. 
SHCHARANSKY WITH VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE. 

3. COMMENT: BY VATICAN STANDARS, POPE'S MESSAGE, THOUGH 
CAREFULLY WORDED, TANTAMOUNTS TO AN UNEQUIVOCAL CONDEMNATION 
OF SOVIET TRIALS. THE POPE'S PROMPTNESS IN MAKING STATEMENT AND 
THE CLARITY WITH WHICH HE DEALS TITH THE FAULTS OF THE 
SO-CALLED TRIALS HAS SURPRISED MOST VATICAN OBSERVERS. 
NVEVERTHELESS THE ACTION IS IN LINE WITH THE PRINCIPAL THRUST 

OF THE POPE'S JANUARY 1978 SPEECH TO THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS 
ACCREDITED TO THE VATICAN IN WHICH HE PLACED THE VATICAN AND 
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THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH SQUARELY BEHIND THE PROMOTION OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD.GARDNER 
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